i7«i]    WESTMINSTER AND GOOSTI
much to the earl. lie was one of the first to espo Trade principles of Adam Smith; he was chiefly re the terms of peace of 1782-3; and the admiration Franklin for him largely conduced to the signature, liminaries with the United States. Posterity has • corded to him a far higher place than was allowed hy or pettiness of his contemporaries. Such was the lo;i Pitt attached himself.
On 25th January 1781 Shelburne protested man the overhearing conduct of our Government in capture of Dutch merchantmen before the outhreak inveighed against the policy of the Ministry as fa and to the welfare of the Kmptre. Finally he deal; tactics of Government had proved that the com American colonies, if it could be accomplished, fatal results at home; that he; would be better plea.*-country free, though curtailed in power and wealth, ing greatness, if jjreatness were to he purchased at tl her constitution and liberty. The speech ran^ true tions of Chatham; ;uui it awoke responsive echoes of his son.'
Within the space of five weeks Pitt proved thai was of the highest value. In a maiden speech, w bears away the palm from the first effort,.1; of the jjrc of all time, he jjave proof of those astonishing { nature .seemed to have implanted in a state of nutUu and experience were tu perlect them; but they Ih his hearers an impression of wonder as at sonu'thiiif.',. natural in a youth of twenty-one years. This feelin more natural as the speech dealt with economic su t rhu viv.irity Iradinif h oin«- -.hrilly in * ln*Sr lunsd-. wlm --MUr.ht tn pull hi
